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new custom, observed the admirable Young, is
one of the best that they have taken from England,
and "Its introduction was effected the easier
being assisted by the magic of Rousseau's writ-
ings." The other and more generally known
change was that women of the first fashion were
no longer ashamed of nursing their own children,
and that infants were no longer tightly bound
round by barbarous stays and swaddling clothes.
This wholesome change, too, was assisted by
Bousseau's eloquent pleas for simplicity and the
life natural. Of these particular results of his
teaching in France a hundred years ago the
evidence is ample, direct, and beyond denial.
But whenever we find gentlemen with a taste
for country life, and ladies with a fancy for
nursing their own children, we surely need not
cry out that here is another proof of the extra-
ordinary influence of the speculations of Jean-
Jacques Rousseau. We need not treat it as a
survival of a broken-down theory. " Great
Nature is more wise than I," says the Poet.
Great Nature had much more to do with mould-
ing men and women to these things than all the
books that have ever been printed.